Interview

Dan Storper - Founder Putumayo

Storper was deeply impacted by world music when he happened upon a live concert of
Kotoja, an African band lead by Baba Ben Okulolo in the San Francisco Bay area 1991 and
became involved with this compelling music, putting together Putumayo’s first two world
music collections in 1993. That same year, Storper was joined by his long-time friend
Michael Kraus, who helped him launch the label.

WM OQasis - As someone born and living in America, far away from Europe and Africa, how
close were you to the African music in the 80°s when Fela, Salif Keita, Mory Kanté was
touring everywhere in Europe ?

Dan Sorper -

WM Oasis - As owner of worldmusic oasis record store, | have to say that the success of your
records here in Sweden has to thank the special illustrated covers that captured the eyes of the
customers before the music. Have you heard this remark before?

Dan Sorper -

WM Oasis - Your music has been launched a few years after that the term world music was
coined; which facilitated your records to quickly find a place at the established market. Do
you think that the term world music have helped your label to integrate quickly in the world
music family?

Dan Sorper -

WM Oasis - Your label is known as Putumayo World Music, helping with the term that was
launched in 1987. This term has been subject of many discussions, what are the reasons
according to you of all this debating?



Dan Sorper -

WM OQasis - Many African artists refused to be included in in the box of world music, feeling
that they are underestimated, marginalized and their music have nothing to do in that box
created by English people. How do you understand their way to think?

Dan Sorper -
WM Oasis - Witch Latin American artists and producers have contributed to the success of
world music in the United States?

Dan Sorper -

WM Oasis - The English people define world music as It’s just a label on a box. Nobody
thought of defining it or pretending there was such a genre: it was just to be a box of
convenience, like jazz, classical or rock. How can you define world music from your side?

Dan Sorper -

WM Oasis - Many people have given the credit of the world music expansion to Paul Simon,
David Byrne, Ry Cooder and Peter Gabriel, while others think that the Beatles with Ravi
Shankar, Rolling Stones with the Jajouka, Don Cherry, Miriam Makeba are the ones that
should get the merit and the prestige for their contribution to have succeed to introduce the
world music to the western audience. Are there other people we need to thank?

Dan Sorper -



